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President’s Message
Wow! What a dose of old-fashioned winter we’ve experienced 
this year - that snow and ice combinaƟ on and long-lasƟ ng deep 
freeze on our Creeks, Rivers, and the Bay itself! It was a reminder 
of that famous winter in these parts, 76 - ’77. That was our fi rst 
year here in our coƩ age on Cox’s Creek. In addiƟ on to two months 
of ice skaƟ ng, it was exhilaraƟ ng to see ice boats zooming up and 
down on the Creek. They materialized out of sheds and garages 
- unforgeƩ able images of “red sails in the sunset”. However, this 
year we were a liƩ le out pracƟ ce in dealing with such a winter! I 

hope that all of our members were able to stay safe and warm. I’m happy to report that 
our historic sites made it through mostly ok. We did have an HVAC issue at the Kirwan 
House, with one of three heaƟ ng units down, but enough residual heat from the operaƟ ng 
units to keep us in the safe zone. The problem is resolved for now, but long-term HVAC 
work will need to be done at Kirwan’s this coming year. We also had some siding damage at 
our Heritage Center. But our eagle-eyed VP, Bob Lowe, spoƩ ed it and we were able to get 
our hero contractor, L&J Contractors, to go up on the porch roof, remove the ice and snow, 
and make the necessary siding repairs, forestalling any further damage. Thank you guys! 

We outlined our successes of 2025, our 50th Anniversary year, in detail in our last 
NewsleƩ er. We are looking forward to this new year with renewed anƟ cipaƟ on, focusing 
on celebraƟ ng America’s 250th. Our work conƟ nues on our new Kent Island Heritage 
Center. We look forward to opening at Kent Island Day in May, sharing unique stories and 

Learn More About the 
Chesapeake Ferry System 
and Kent Island at the 
March 17 Membership Meeting, 
7p.m. Historic Christ Church
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displays of our rich Kent Island Heritage. Meanwhile, in March we’ll be holding 
another Docent Training event at the Kent Island Library on March 14. We 
thank Hanna Wall for her leadership and coordinaƟ on of our important Docent 
program. We encourage our members to consider becoming a Docent to be 
able to share fi rsthand our rich Kent Island history with the visitors to our sites. 
Also, on March 14 we will be parƟ cipaƟ ng in the Kent Island Kids’ and Family 
ConnecƟ on at Kent Island High School, sponsored by the Shore Update. We 
will have an interesƟ ng collecƟ on of heritage models, arƟ facts, and stories to 
share with the many kids and their young families. We look forward to that 
annual event. It’s a great opportunity to share our heritage with future Kent 
Islanders. 

On Tuesday March 17, we will host our Spring General MeeƟ ng at Historic 
Christ Church in Stevensville. The meeƟ ng, open to the public, will feature our 
guest speaker, local author Marty Bollinger, presenƟ ng a fascinaƟ ng history 
of the Chesapeake Bay ferry system with a special emphasis on Kent Island. 
Marty’s book When Claiborne Bridged the Chesapeake, The Rise and Fall of 
the Ferry Era can be ordered now on Amazon and other sites. He will be happy 
to sign copies. Check out the announcement in this NewsleƩ er and consider 
joining us that evening.    

In May, we will again have our Heritage Society wall display at the Kent Island 
Library, another great opportunity to share our story with Library patrons. Of 
course, in May we will celebrate our biggest day, our popular Kent Island Day, 
Saturday, May 16 in Historic Stevensville, with our big KI Day Parade, on-stage 
entertainment, great local food, and over 100 vendors and exhibitors. This 
year we will focus on the patrioƟ c theme of celebraƟ ng America’s 250th. We 
anƟ cipate that the heritage group, the Sons of the American RevoluƟ on will 
be joining us to help us celebrate. Our Kent Island Day plans are well under 
way, with professional event planner, Emily Brown of Woven Dreams, again at 
the Vendor Coordinator helm. For informaƟ on or registraƟ on, the KI Day email 
address is info.kenƟ slandday@gmail.com. We hope you’ll plan to join us on 
May 16. 

Our other big heritage adventure this year is our 
new partnership with Kent Island High School. 
As menƟ oned in our last NewsleƩ er, we were 
invited by Principal Dan Harding to work at 
myriad levels to help infuse an appreciaƟ on of 

Kent Island history and heritage into the student’s experience. Our eff orts underway this 
semester include teaching KI history classes on requested subjects, teaching interested 
students to become heritage site docents, and developing acƟ viƟ es for students to perform 
to earn Community Service-Learning Credits. This could include assisƟ ng before and during 
Kent Island Day and at the new Kent Island Heritage Center. This partnership is an exciƟ ng 
prospect for us. We look forward to developing and expanding our eff orts there. Check out 
the recent picture of yours truly sharing stories and arƟ facts of the Indians of Kent Island and 
discussing our Docent program. Teacher pictured is Luke Hartlaub. In late May, we plan to 
present our annual Kent Island Heritage scholarship to a graduaƟ ng Kent Island High student. 
See the applicaƟ on here in our NewsleƩ er.           

In working to strengthen and broaden our heritage mission, we maintain an acƟ ve social media presence and conduct in-
person community outreach eff orts. We also parƟ cipate, coordinate and partner with local organizaƟ ons including: the QA 
County Economic and Tourism Development Department; the QA County Historic Sites ConsorƟ um, the QA 250 CommiƩ ee; 
Historic Kent Island; the Kent Island FederaƟ on of Arts (KIFA); and the Historic Stevensville Arts and Entertainment (A&E) 
District, on which I serve as a Board member because the majority of our historic sites are located in Stevensville. I want to 
off er a parƟ cular comment about the new Board Chair, Tom Brady. Tom has brought a wealth of knowledge and leadership 
skills that will help strengthen the A&E eff ort to increase the vitality and stature of Historic Stevensville. We look forward 
to working with Tom.   

We learned recently that an important part of our Stevensville history and legacy will be changing. The Denny Family 
properƟ es in Stevensville are being sold, including the old Denny’s garage building, the Old Churchouse AnƟ ques Building, 
adjacent fi eld, and the adjacent Victorian Denny home. Bill Denny, a long Ɵ me KI Heritage advocate and true son of Kent 
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2026
CALENDAR 

OF EVENTS

MARCH 14             
DOCENT INTRODUCTION EVENT  

1:00 p.m. Kent Island Library 

MARCH 17             
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 7 

p.m. Historic Christ Church
Marty Bollinger will discuss Kent Island 
and other key parts of the Chesapeake 

Ferry System in his new book WHEN 
CLAIBORNE BRIDGED THE CHESAPEAKE 

The Rise and Fall of the Ferry Era

MAY 16 
KENT ISLAND DAY Stevensville

JUNE 17 
SUMMER MEMBERSHIP EVENT 

TBD 

SEPTEMBER 27 
MEMBERSHIP PICNIC 

Kirwan Museum     

OCTOBER 3    
ARTOBERFEST Stevensville

NOVEMBER 7 
CLASSIC CAR SHOW Stevensville

DECEMBER 6  
KIHS MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON 

AND ELECTIONS

KIHS BOARD MEETINGS 
are held on the third Wednesday 

of the month at the Kirwan House. 
All Society members are welcome 

to aƩ end or suggest topics for 
consideraƟ on.

FOR INFORMATION on these and 
other events, visit our website 

ken  slandheritagesociety.org

THE KENT ISLAND HERITAGE 
SOCIETY MAINTAINS A SOCIAL 
MEDIA PRESENCE ONͳLINE AT 
ken  slandheritagesociety.org 
and on Facebook , X (Twi  er,) 
YouTube, Instagram, Tiktok, 

Pinterest, Hashtags, and E-Mail. 

Island died in late 2021. Janet Denny, who had married Bill 30 years ago aŌ er 
he lost his fi rst wife, Joyce, shares Bill’s lifelong love of history and historical 
reenactments. She quickly assimilated into Kent Island’s culture. Janet has 
informed us that she will be moving to Amarillo, TX to be near members of her 
earlier family. Bill Denny’s family members will remain on the Island as part of 
their community in their current locaƟ ons as the Stevensville properƟ es are 
being sold. Janet has graciously off ered us a large wardrobe of 18th century 
period clothing to use for docents or reenactments. We truly appreciate this 
special giŌ  and extend to Janet our best wishes for health and happiness as 
she transiƟ ons to her new life in Texas.          

With sadness we want to menƟ on the recent passing of a friend and former 
Heritage Society Board Member, Joyce Woodford. Joyce was just at our 
December annual holiday event and elecƟ ons, sharing her smile and energy. 
For years she was one of our principal planners and coordinators for Kent 
Island Day. We are grateful for the many years that Joyce gave to us and off er 
our condolences to her family.     

In this issue of our NewsleƩ er we have included a detailed arƟ cle on a 
fascinaƟ ng part of our Kent Island history, the unique history of the village of 
Dominion, based on informaƟ on shared by Charles Ferrell’s family. We hope 
you fi nd it a great read with new insight into a special part of Kent Island. 

A reminder that our historic sites will be open on the First Saturdays, April to 
November, 12:00 to 4:00. Stop in, bring your family, and enjoy our heritage 
up close.    

Thanks for your support and best wishes for a great 2026 – America’s 250th! 
See ya ‘round the Island.  

 Jack Broderick

MAY 16TH, 2026

Saturday, May 16th, 2026
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Life In Dominion and Kent Island In the 1930s-1950s: 
Recollections of Charles Ferrell

By Louis Selby Crouch Jr.
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Charles Wesley Selby (1864-1930) and 

Nina (Johnson) Selby (1875-1956) were the 

grandparents of Charles Ferrell who wrote an 

autobiography upon which most of this article 

is based. They operated the general store in 

Dominion for many years. Charles Selby’s 

father, Captain John W. Selby, came to Kent 

Island in 1890 where he ran several businesses. 
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This Selby store was the center of social and business life in Dominion since the turn of the 

20th Century until 1950. The Selby family home was attached to the store.  It was one of 

several country stores on Kent Island where, “If they didn’t have it, you didn’t need it.” As the 

sign shows, Christmas was an exciting time to shop. Dominion is located south of Chester off  

Rt. 522 along Litle Creek Rd.
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Students attended 

this one-room 

schoolhouse 

beginning some 

time before 1893 

when it was 

deeded to the 

school system.  

A new school was 

built there in 1917 

and served until 

1927. Today, a 

portion of the old 

school still stands 

and is home to 

the Chesapeake 

Wildlife Heritage 

at 1201 Parson 

Island Road.  
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This church at 

1202 Little Creek 

Rd is one of the 

remaining buildings 

from the early days 

of Dominion.   It 

was a Methodist 

Church for many 

years and is today 

used by the Church 

of the Apostolic 

Faith.
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(Top) The Chester Service station opened by Edward Severa and his brother Monk 

upon his return from WW1 was located in Dominion where the building still exists.  

The station was open for vehicles and boats and, as the sign reads, ‘Small Jobs Done 

While You Wait.”  Pictured from left are Ed Severa, an unknown gentleman, Ethelyn 

Selby ( Frank Ferrell’s grandmother,) Monk Severa,  and Joseph Severa.  

(Bottom) These fi ve local musicians are playing hits of the day during the Ragtime 

era in front of the Selby store. In the front row are Monk Severa (l) and Albert Roe; in 

the rear from the left are Smity Crouch, Albert Thomas, and Willy Selby.
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Life in Dominion revolved around the water as it did in the circa 1939 photograph of children playing 

in Little Creek.  Boats like those shown were likely built in one of the boatyards in the Dominion area.  

Charles Ferrel, who wrote an autobiography upon which this article is based, is the boy in the water 

at the far left of this photo. The other kids included members of his and the Crouch family.

The Little Creek Public Landing at 1901 Little Creek Rd in Dominion gives boaters access to the water 

and photographers a great view for waterfowl and scenic views, including Johnson Island where 

Nina Johnson Selby was born.
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KENT ISLAND HERITAGE SOCIETY SCHOLARSHIP
The Kent Island Heritage Society is off ering a $1000 one-year scholarship to a 
graduating senior from Kent Island High School who plans to attend college.

   TO BE ELIGIBLE THE APPLICANT MUST:
     Have a 3.0 GPA or higher, and
     Have performed community service.

Please submit for review:
The application form a letter of recommendation from a teacher or guidance counselor accompanied by your 
high school transcript, and a one page essay on the importance of preserving the heritage of Kent Island (the fi rst 
paragraph of which should contain a brief biographical sketch.)

Application Form
Complete the following and return it with the recommendation, transcript and essay.

Name ______________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________

Brief explanation of Community Service: _____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

All applications must be postmarked no later than APRIL 1st. Send to:  
The Kent Island Heritage Society Scholarship Committee

P.O. Box 321, Stevensville MD 21666

BECOME A DOCENT TO HELP SHARE 
KENT ISLAND HISTORY

If you have received this newsletter and are reading this 
article, it means that you are a member of The Kent Island 
Heritage Society. We have a large membership, but we 
need your help! I have heard members say, “I am not a 
native Kent Islander, and I don’t know the local history.” 
Neither did most of our current docents.  I am inviting you 
to learn more about how you can help share the enjoyment 
of visiting our Historic Sites.

We are planning a training session at 1 p.m. on March 14 
at the Kent Island Library for anyone who will consider 
becoming docents or other activities to support our mission 
of researching, preserving, and sharing Kent Island History. 

Please contact Hanna Wall 410-924-1069, hwall506@gmail.
com for more information about being a docent and dates 
for the training sessions.
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SCAN KIHS QUICK 
RESPONSE QR  CODE TO REACH OUR WEBSITE

You can reach our Kent Island Heritage Society website with most Smartphones which 
are equipped with QR Code readers in their cameras. Hold your Smartphone camera over 
the QR Code so that it is clearly on the phone screen. The phone will scan the code and 
connect to the site. Some phones might require you to take a picture of the QR Code. 

Welcome 
New Members

Jerry Harris, Life
Pat & Jak Eskinazi, Family

Thank You 
Business Supporters

Chesapeake Light Tackle
Harris Marine Financing
Kent Island Learning CooperaƟ ve
Kentmoor Marina ProperƟ es (Life)
Kentmoor Restaurant
Lundberg Builders
Maryland CPR and Safety
Michael Rosendale Realty
The Grooming Place 

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Enclosed is a check to cover dues for the membership indicated below:

  Individual Life Membership  $250.00      Single Membership     $15.00

  Organization Membership $40.00      Family Membership     $25.00

  Business Membership $50.00

Name(s)______________________________________________________
 
Address______________________________________________________

Telephone (Home)____________________________________________
 
(Cell)________________________________________________________

Email address________________________________________________

Your Interests: 

History _____   Genealogy ____  Photography ____

Docent Program _____  Property Maintenance _____

Special Interest___________________________________________________________

Dues and contributions are tax 
deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

Membership period: 
January 1 to December 31

The Kent Island Heritage Society, Inc
P.O. Box 321 
Stevensville, Maryland 21666
www.kentislandheritagesociety.org



KENT ISLAND HERITAGE SOCIETY, INC.

Post Office Box 321

Stevensville, Maryland  21666

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

POSTCARD from Kent Island:  
Calling All Cars (and trucks) from Early Kent Island

From John L. Conley Collection

This postcard shows Willie Porter in his truck 
in front of the Stevensville train station. 
Rubber wheeled vehicles began replacing 
horse and wagons after the turn of the 
century. It would be interesting to create a 
collection of pictures from the early years (at 
least until 1940) and early gas and service 
stations like the Chester Service Station 
shown in the article on Dominion in this issue.  
There are several such pictures in the various 
Nick Hoxter books on Kent Island that can be 
found in the Kent Island Library.  Please send 
any pictures or scans of early vehicles for a 
future article in this Newsletter or for a display 
in the new Kent Island Heritage Center 
scheduled to open in Stevensville this year.  
Send to jconcomm@gmail.com.  

LET US HEAR FROM YOU!!!! Please contact KIHS if you have comments on items in Isle of Kent 1631 or if you have questions about Kent Island history that we can try to answer. 

We welcome topics you would fi nd of interest and especially information you can provide for future issues.    Contact:  John Conley: jconcomm@gmail.com | cell: 703-216-0449


