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PREFACE
This proceeding is a resume’ of twenty-five years adehuOIOSECQl
research in Tidewater Maryland, the most lntensive eiffort being in the
last fifteen years during which time a considerable collection of
Indian artifacts has been aeccumuiated. The artifacts of each village
site have been kent together, so as teo make comparison and study sim-
pilei.

Many of thede artifacts were found on the surface, in cultivated
fields and on river banks subject to erosion by the waters of the
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. Also various sites were excavated,
from which many fine specimens were taken.

Tt 1s deemed necessary te explain some of the terms heresln used
in the description of pottery.

The term "basketry impressed" is used to describe the surface
impressions on such sherds as those shown in Plate X b, Plate
AT, Noe L0 mand Plave  J0ya il Wog, 1, 5, 10 agd 15, The writer is
not certain that these lmpressions are actually those of basketry,
but as sgome descriptive term 1ls necessary, the word basketry will
suit this purpose until such time as we are able to discover the
true nature of the material used.

"Cord impressed" and "fabric impressed" are terms used in des
cribing surface impressions applied with a paddle wrapped with cords

or covered with a piece of woven fabric or net. Typical examples of
sherds so impressed with cords are shown in Plate XV, No. 1 znd Plate
XIV; those dmpressed with fabric, Plate VIII Nos. 6 and 15, and with
et Plate LT T Yo 15,

"Beach = sand tempering! consi ?q of sand which has the ap-
pear mee of having been ;nthcrbd Ira: the beachs The grains of sand
vary in size from minute particles to small pebbles one-eichth of an
inch in diameter. Sherds containing this form of temperi material
have a rough surface and are ncarl alwaju " cord impressed!" and are
never decorateda. Typical cxamples are shown in Plate XVI, Nose. 1,
(2 s Bifatal A

"Cruslicd quartz tempering" co
which have been crushed to the giz

agent.

nsists of lerge pieces of guartz
e desired for use as a Lempering

Cyster shell was likewise used when crushed into srall pieces.,

I wish to express my appreclabi i kel e e
done by Hr. T. Milton Oler, Jr VRl ver
Woodward Burkhart for his work jOtﬂy River and Little
Round Bay, and CGonowingo: to lir, “"ul Hurloclk “t Booby Bar Site; to
the members of the 80010ty for nan; courtesies; and to lr. Jemes

Mariks of Love Point who extended wme the p;lVLlch of photographing
his specimens from Kent Island; and last but not least to my wife,

Who accompanicd me on most of my trips and aided me in all 1 iy cfiort .
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INTRODUCTION

g i wervilevidentithati oy 248t iencroaching civilizea a5
gradually oHlitcratLqT and cffacing the Indian VJll g6, 851 tcs LlOuU

the Chcsapealic Bay tidewatcr resions of M“ryTand. For twenty-Tfive
years Mr. Richard E. Stoarns hos been making o "Uﬁbbhdtmc study of
these gives cnd their contents with the idea of throwin; 1light upon
the lives, manncrs ond customs of the aborigincs of this State.

With this in mind, and the conditions imposcd on us by
whichinaturaily divent. cffeonts of Lhie sort, Mr. Stearns tho
advisable o rublish the results of what has alrecdy heen accomplished.

hodien the

Up te tho prcsent tlme very 1little has been publisz
archacology of the Upper Chosupcmsc Bay Qo;jon. This publication,
"Some Indian Village Sitcs of Tidowater Maryland", should bhe a wolcome
addition toeo this ocqnty supply of 1¢tcrhtar“ and MJ inecntive to
others to add to the knowledge of thesc alrcady worked sﬂ“og, o]
well as to discowver new oncs which no coubt Cklut, but which have
been ovorlooked so far,

lins Stecarns, who is Curaton of Archacology of this Soclcety has
published numerous articles in tonc Sceiety!s Bulletin on various
phases and sites of llaryland Archuacology, and rccently publiched
Transgaction No. 6, on ”“uc Bughes uﬁtc, ﬂl sheriginal Villaze Site

on the Potomac River in Mont ory County, Maryland"., Thesc pub-
dicationsg should be a stimulant for othbrs to continuc the worl Lir.

Stcarng has so ably begun,

Edrmund B. Fladunz, Prosident
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VII BODEIN CREEK

There are two sites which we have examined on this creek. One
is on the north shore about one-~quarter mile from the entrance to
the creek and contains some thin shell deposits. The only artifacts
which we have been able to find consgist of a few stemned arrowpoints
of guartz and rhyolite and some sherds bearing the impressions of
cords and fabrics, and tempered with crushed quartz or shell.

The other site contains a shell depecsit which extends for two
hundred feect just outside the entramcc of Bodkin Creek, on the south
shore. Vie recovered about one hundred sherds that had been washed out
of the shell bank by storms. These were cord and fabric marked,
tempered with crushed quartz, beach sand, or shell, and borc no
decorations.

il

VIITI KENT ISLAND SITES

These sites consist of two groups of shell deposits, one near
Love Point and the other about one mile south of Love Point, both
facing the Chester River. In addition there is some shallow deposit
gt Kent Island Landing. The location of the shell deposits is marked
onn the map (Fig. 36).

Wle have made but few visits to these sites and conseguently our
owri collection is rather small., However, wc have examined and photo-
graphed an exccllent collcecction belonging to Mr, James lMarks of Love
Point. This collection covers the entire range of artifacts lilkely
to he found herec, with the cxception of bone artiecles &nd pipes. Two
stone pipes werc washed out of graves some ycars ago, but have not
been avallable to either Mlr. Marks or the writer, so w¢ do not know
what typeg thoy arc,

With the exception of some of the sherds, all the illustrations
uscd in this report of the Kent Island sites arc of spccimens in lir,
Marks! collcction,

POTTERY

Wic have avallablc for study about one hundrcd sherds, Nr, liarks
had at one time a great many morc, but theso werc lost during a period
when ne was absent from his Love Point home, and they cannot be
locatcd now.

The sherds arc impressed with cords and fabrics and contain
erushed guartz or shell as tempering material. No form of decoration
wasg noted. A few sherds arc illustrated in Plate XIV.

STONE ARTTHFACTS

About twenty grooved axes and half that number of ceclts have
been rccovercd from these gites. Most of the axecs are three=quarters
grooved, a few full grooved, and some arc rather large. Three dre
shown in Plate XIV. The celts arc all morc or lcss =imilar to the one
gshovn in Plate XIV, Numbor 1.
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Fivc bannerstoncs have been found, of the type shown in Plate
X1V, HNumber 5, madc of groy trap rock, and one other mude of red
sandstone and having more pointed wings. Scven gorgets are in the
collection, of which six are but fragmoents, and one 1lg composed of
five pieces, two pieces having been found by Mr. Marks and three by
the writer, This spseseimen iz shown in Plate XIV, Number 4, snd seems
to be very similar in type and material to the one found at Booby Bar,
shown in Plate ITI, Humber 4.

Among the other types of stone artifacts recovered were several
broken pestles, showing polish at the ends, numerous pitted stones,
several fragments of steatite cooking vessels, and the arrowshaft
smoother shown in Plate XIV, Number 2.

Mr. Marks! collectlon contains about three hundred arrowpoints
and several large spearpoints. Most of the arrowpolnts are stemmed,
of the types shown by drawings (Pig. 37) and are made of quartz,
rhyolite, and a few aspecimens of quartzite.

Approximately twenty small projectile points are made of flint of
a greyish-brown color, including both stemmed and triangular types.
Five specimens are shown in Plate XIV. It 1s apparent that this flint
was derived locally, since many flaked pebbles and chips werc observed
in the fields and on the beach where erosion has cut into the shell
d¢aopositae. Flint implements of similar types and material were found
ati Booby Bar, Rocky Point and in the vicinity of Tolchester,

The spearpoint shown in Plate XIV, Number 5, is made of ferrous
quartzite, of a dark reddish-brown color. MNr. lMarks found a number
of points of this type and material on the beach just south of Kent
Island Landing where they had evidently been washed from a cache.

A large rhyolite spearpoiant is shown by a drawing in Fig. 37.
Tlhere 18 another in the collection an inch longer than this one,

Some additional drawings of stone artifacts are shown by Fig. 40.
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IX TOLCHESTER SITES

There is a series of fairly large shell depositas in the vicinity
Tolchester in Kent County. These gites are clustered around some
wnall tidewater lakes or lagoons that are located along this stretch
of The bay front. These lakes are very similar in appearance to tho
lake at Rock Point, having fresh water springs at the head of each
ories The map, (Fize 59) shows the position of these sites; it is to
e noted that they are just south of the famous shell heap at Fairlec
creek,

o

From these sites we have collected three grooved axes, two celts,
an ovate two hole black slate gorget and numerous arrowpoints. A
broken baanerstone and some sherds were olso found.

The artifacts from these sites rescmble very closely those found
at the Kent Island sites.



