










What's In Those Extra Boxcars???_� 
By Gil Dunn 

an a recent visit to the
Kent Island Library the 

librarian and I were 
casually paging through a 
book on Queen Anne's 
County history. We came 
upon a photo of a train with 
an extraordinarily long line 
of boxcars. The caption 
simply read: "July 1942, 
Queen Anne's Railroad 
train pulling a line of 
boxcars from Chester 
Station to Love Point." 
After its brief stop in 
Stevensville, the train was 
headed north to Love Point. 

But what, we wondered, 

was in all those additional 
boxcars? Neither the 
librarian nor I had an 

. answer. 
During the spring of 1942 

the Delmarva Peninsula 
was pink with color from 
the many, many peach trees 
in spectacular bloom. My 
good friend Harry Rhodes 
of Queenstown will attest 
to the large number of 
peach orchards on the 
Delmarva Peninsula at that 
time. One large peach 
orchard near Millington in 
Queen Anne's County had 
165,000 peach trees, which 

gives some idea of the size 
of the peach crop for the 
entire peninsula. There 
were many more peaches 
around than there were 
peach eaters. The extra 
boxcars were likely loaded 
with baskets and baskets of 
Delmarva Peninsula 
peaches. 

Many changes have 
occurred on the Eastern · 
Shore since those days 
during World War II. A 
dominant cause of those 
changes was construction 
and opening of the 
Chesapeake Bay Bridge in 
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1952, which allowed huge 
trucks with their "reefers" 
- refrigerated trailers -
easy access to the bounty of 
the Delmarva Peninsula.

But even though peach 
orchards have diminished, 
the Eastern Shore is still a 
peachy place to live. 

Director Gil Dunn's 
peachy perseverance was 
largely responsible for 
saving the old Stevensville 
Train Depot from destruc
tion and having it moved to 
its present location next to 
Cray House. 
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