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�
he first thing you notice 
in Pap's backyard is a 

rusted-out truck with flat 
tires. It clearly hasn't been 
road-worthy for years. But 
this is no ordinary truck. 

This truck is a monument. 
Bold, black letters on both 
sides declare "Gil Dunn 
Pharmacy," the Kent Island 
drug store Pap ran for 25 
years. It was a mobile 
billboard for Oriole tickets, 
Maryland State Lottery, 
physical fitness, baseball 
consulting, dancing tips, 
equestrian advice and air 
service. 

In 1952 when the Bay 
Bridge was opened, Pap 
decided to drive across to 
see what was on the other 
side. He took the first exit to 
Stevensville, and 55 years 
later he's still here. Pap says 
with a grin on his face, "I 
never looked back." 

Pap is a huge Baltimore 
Orioles fan. A section of his 
pharmacy was a shrine to 
his idol, Jimmy Foxx. One 
day two sports writers 
walked in and found a lot 
more than cold,m"'edicine. 
They later wrote an article 
headlined "You Never Know 

Where You'll Find It," about 
the priceless Jimmie Foxx 
baseball memorabilia they 
found in Pap's drugstore. 

As his monument grew, 
people oegan to talk. Before 
long, Jimmy Foxx heard 
about it. By the end of his 
career, Foxx would give 
Pap MVP awards, trophies 
and All-Star Jerseys, includ
ing one he wore when the 
team played in Japan that is 
so valuable it now sits in the 
Babe Ruth Hall of Fame 

The Gil Dunn Pharmacy 
was replaced by Rite Aid, 
then Happy Harry's, then 
Walgreens. But to many 
Kent Islanders it can never 
be replaced. 

Pap is still known as Dr. 
Dunn. He was a friend to his 
patrons and knew them by 
name. Pap can't go 
anywhere in town without an 
old customer coming up to 
say "hi." 

More than just a place to 
get prescriptions filled, Gil 
Dunn Pharmacy offered 
friendship and caring advice, 
not to mention priceless 
baseball memorabilia. 

Mitchell Vakerics is Gil 
Dunn's grandson-in-law. 

Qeal Housewives 

ofthe Eastern �hare 

Homegirls do us proud. 

In February, Kirwan Store 
Museum Curator Linda 
Collier and Docent Toni 
Gibson represented the Kent 
Island Heritage Society at the 
26th Annual Small Museum 
Association Conference at 
Ocean City. This year's 
timely theme was "Reality 
Check- Thriving In An 
Economic Downturn." Three 
days of classes covered all 
aspects of the survival of 
museums and properties, 
including security, grants 
(very limited this year) and 
bartering. 

The final event was a 
dinner-dance where 
conferees dressed as their 
favorite reality TV show. 
Instead of "The Real 
Housewives of the Jersey 
Shore," Linda and Toni 
created an alternate reality: 
''The Real Housewives of 
the Eastern Shore." Linda 
also won the drawing for a 
$400 software program for 
the second year in a row. 

They can't deny having 
had fun, but they also 
brought home a lot of very 
useful information. 
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