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was one of the favorites.

The family moved off the farm to town when
his oldest daughter Norma started school. There
were nor — S o T —=|
school buses
then so being
in town made
a more
reasonable
walk for her.

-The ‘house T
"they  bought
was the olde.=.2

Methodist
Parsonage
that was
destroyed by
fire sometime
in 1966. This
house was across the street from Bill Denny’s
garage. When Mr. Denny installed outside
lighting on his garage, it lit the front yard of
Norman’s house so brightly that he could cut
grass at night and did. At that time that was
unheard of — he was a bit ahead of his time.

Daughter Norma at the wheel.

Times were changing and the trains and
trucks were able to haul more economically than
he could on his skipjack. He had one motorized
but that still didn’t help. He was hired by
McDonough School to tend to their property and
the owners found out that he was a master sailor
and captain. They then hired him to teach sailing
in a camp they owned in upstate New York near
Lake Champlain. For several years he spent his
summers there. His students participated in
many races and never lost a race. (picture of him
standing by trophies at the camp) Illness caused
him to give up his teaching job and he spent time
in the Merchant Marine Hospital in Baltimore.
When well enough he was hired as a night
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watchman at the Matapeake Ferry terminal and
did so until the bay bridge opened.

One of the stories Norman used to tell his
children was how it was traditional for people to
go to newly weds’ homes the night of the
wedding, make a lot of noise and then be invited
in for punch and cake. So he and his friends
who lived in Batts Neck used to follow this
tradition. He said sometimes they would be
invited in for punch and cake, but one time the
groom:aised sthe window and shot:g:shot gun in
#He i ahd they Al var for! Gedi e, He said
that’s when he found out how fast he could run!

Whenever he returned from any of his trips
(hauling or teaching) he always brought his wife
| e —— a n d

daughters

presents

and lots of

stories. He

was a kind

a n d

thoughtful

person and

always took

oysters  to
Clara for
h e T
birthday.
She, in

—smmmaneat U T N,

Norman Bryan with trophies at g | w a y s

baked him
a cake for
his. One time granddaughter Joann asked him
what he wished for when he blew the candles
out, and he said, “I wish to be here next year to
blow them out again!”

the New York Sailing Camp
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