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President’s Message
Winter on Kent Island – well, kind of - that’s what the calendar 
says anyway. But walk outside and it doesn’t quite feel that way 
most days – somewhere between an extended late fall and an early 
spring. As of this wri  ng in mid-February it’s been the warmest on 
record in our country. And that applies to here on the Island. But “it 
ain’t over  ll it’s over”, so let’s keep our cold weather stuff  handy 
anyway. Meanwhile, we might as well enjoy the opportunity to 
spend a li  le more  me outside here on Kent Island.  

At our year-end event in December, we gathered for our annual holiday brunch and installa  on 
of offi  cers and board members at Fisherman’s Inn. The mood was fes  ve and celebratory as 
we shared our successes and challenges of the past year. We welcomed new board members, 
Kris  n Bombard Green, Lou Crouch, and Linda and Lesley Moore. We’ll share more about 
our new members in a future newsle  er. Each of them brings a wealth of experience and an 
apprecia  on of Kent Island’s history to our proac  ve and energe  c board. We thank depar  ng 
board member, Jamie Sass, for his years of service and look forward to Jamie’s con  nued 
assistance as an ac  ve heritage society member. At our mee  ng we also sang a few unique 
songs and extended a special “thank you” to our dedicated team of heritage society docents. 

As we outlined in our last newsle  er, in 2019 we experienced a number of real success stories 
along with a couple of challenges. In June, our planned Chester River Cruise was rained out and 
in September we had to cancel our beloved fall picnic due to an unprecedented infesta  on of 
deer  cks at the Kirwan place. (We need a special long-term treatment for the 2020 picnic!). 
Nevertheless, we enjoyed many outstanding successes throughout the year. These included 
our March general mee  ng in Historic Christ Church where noted local archaeologist, Dr. Darrin 
Lowery, shared the stories of his historic archeological surveys of Kent Island with a packed 
house. (He’ll be back again March 18th!) In May we hosted a special Maryland House and 
Garden Tour at the Kirwan House with nearly 400 visitors. Also in May, we hosted our iconic 
Kent Island Day in Historic Stevensville with stunning weather and our largest crowd ever. Our 
opened sites on the fi rst Saturday of the months, May through October, con  nued drawing 
record numbers of visitors. These visitors experienced the history and stories shared by our 
enthusias  c docents. We also supported the events of the Stevensville Arts and Entertainment 
District. 

In both the spring and fall semesters we con  nued our exci  ng project to bring Kent Island 
History into Kent Island High School, including visits to our sites - the crea  ve brainchild of our 
board member and local author, Mark Lidinsky. The program has been a real success – well-
received by students and teachers alike. We look forward to con  nuing with a new group of 
students in the spring semester and to con  nuing this great partnership next year. Hats off  to 
Principal John Schrecongost for his enthusias  c support.

Continued on page 2
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   Kent Island Day
Jack Broderick, Chair
John Conley
Nancy Cook 
Carole Frederick 
Bob Lowe
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Carole Frederick, Chair 
Toni and Jay Gibson 
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Jack Broderick, Chair
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In keeping with our eff ort to reach out to our community to share the unique heritage of our Island, 
we have a number of specialized mobile presenta  ons. We have been well-received in a number of 
communi  es and would like to see these off erings expanded to more communi  es, organiza  ons, 
and businesses. The subjects include specifi c periods, persons, or topics - using our high school 
presenta  ons as a guide. Check out our website and contact us if you’d like to host one of our 
presenta  ons this year.

One signifi cant high-note of the past year was the decision of the county commissioners to deed 
Historic Christ Church to the non-profi t preserva  on group, Friends of Historic Christ Church. This 
will ensure that the church will be permanently preserved as an iconic community asset in Historic 
Stevensville. The Heritage Society was a strong voice in support of that decision and will work to be a 
suppor  ve partner. 

Another accomplishment was the comple  on of the new “old” Kirwan blacksmith shop, described in 
our last newsle  er. Literally years in the dreaming and construc  on stages, we received fi nal county 
approval and the occupancy permit in the fall! Currently we are working on the interior by ou  i   ng the 
shop. We were more than grateful when Cur  e Chance, Kirwan family friend and neighbor, presented 
us with the original anvil from the old Kirwan blacksmith shop. Just think of that – the original Kirwan 
anvil – the ul  mate symbol of a blacksmith shop – going back into service on the Kirwan farm! We 
hope to have the shop completely ou  i  ed for opening this summer! 

We also want to share some exci  ng news for this year. Dr. Darrin Lowery, our friend and noted local 
archaeologist has received a grant from the Maryland Historical Trust to conduct an archaeological 
survey/dig on Parson’s Island (historically part of Kent Island) this summer. He has asked for our help in 
the fi eld work! We supported his successful grant request and look forward to assis  ng in the physical 
fi eld experience. Dr. Lowery will return as our guest speaker at our March 18th, general mee  ng, 
7:00 p.m. at Historic Christ Church in Stevensville. He will review his previous archaeological work 
and discoveries on Kent Island and discuss his plans for our upcoming adventure this year -  a great 
evening, for sure!         

On the broader community level, throughout the year we will con  nue to reach out to QAC Historic 
Sites Consor  um; Stevensville A&E District; QAC Offi  ce of Tourism; Kent Narrows Development 
Founda  on; QAC Library; Friends of Historic Christ Church; K.I. Garden Club; Kennard African 
American Heritage Center; K.I. Kids’ Connec  on; QAC History Day; QAC Chamber of Commerce; and 
the Centreville Masons.

Also on the broader community level, there is an item of cri  cal importance that I need to share. 
Queen Anne’s County is in the process of upda  ng the County Comprehensive Plan, which guides the 
future of the county for the next 10 years. This is an opportunity for stronger protec  on of historic, 
cultural, and archaeological resources. We plan to be involved. The process has begun with a series 
of public mee  ngs, called Visioning Workshops, to gauge ci  zen input and concerns. Informa  on is 
available on ours and the county’s website. I strongly encourage you, as a society member, to consider 
par  cipa  ng in the online public survey to record your concerns at QACPLAN2020.COM.    

I want to extend a sincere “thank you” to Beth Marks editor of the new publica  on Kent Island 
Neighbors for the nice “  p of the hat” ar  cle and picture in the February issue of the new community 
magazine. We appreciate the very kind and suppor  ve words about the work of the Kent Island 
Heritage Society. Thank you, Beth. 

Please be sure to check us out regularly on our website for  mely informa  on about our sites, 
ac  vi  es, and special events at www.ken  slandheritagesociety.org For those of you who are ac  ve in 
social media, you may also link to our Facebook and Twi  er accounts through the website. 

Again we extend our warm thank you to each of our members for your con  nued generosity and 
support. We look forward to seeing you during the year, especially at our upcoming events: the 
Archaeology presenta  on in March and Kent Island Day in May.

Jack Broderick                
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KENT ISLAND HERITAGE SOCIETY
SCHOLARSHIP

The Kent Island Heritage Society is off ering a $1000 one-year 
scholarship to a graduating senior from Kent Island High School 

who plans to attend college.
TO BE ELIGIBLE THE APPLICANT MUST:

 Be a Kent island native, with at least one parent or grandparent native 
of Kent Island;
 Have a 3.0 GPA or higher, and
 Have performed community service.

Please submit for review:
the application form a letter of recommendation from a teacher or 
guidance counselor accompanied by your high school transcript, and a one 
page essay on the importance of preserving the heritage of Kent Island (the 
fi rst paragraph of which should contain a brief biographical sketch.)

Application Form
Complete the following and return it with the recommendation, 
transcript and essay.
Name _________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Phone________________________________

Kent Island native parent or grandparent (maiden name of KI parent/
grandparent) 

______________________________________________________________

Brief explanation of Community Service:

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

All applications must be postmarked no later than APRIL 30. Send to: 
The Kent Island Heritage Society Scholarship Committee

c/o Mrs. Nancy Cook
124 Bryce Road

Queenstown. MD 21658

**BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND**

Darrin Lowery, PhD - Geology
Anthropology and Archaelogy

Wednesday, March 18, 2020   7:00 pm
Historic Christ Church, Stevensville

CALENDAR

2020

JANUARY 21
BOARD MEETING

FEBRUARY 19
BOARD MEETING

MARCH 18
GENERAL MEETING 
Darrin Lowery, Ph. D.

Guest Speaker 
Historic Christ Church @ 7:00 p.m.

APRIL 15
BOARD MEETING

MAY 16
KENT ISLAND DAY

MAY 20
BOARD MEETING

JUNE 17
GENERAL MEETING

Annual Cruise

JULY 15
BOARD MEETING

AUGUST 19
BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 16
BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 27
ANNUAL PICNIC
 KIRWAN HOUSE

1:00 PM  5:00 PM

OCTOBER 21
BOARD MEETING

NOVEMBER 18
BOARD MEETING

DECEMBER 13
ANNUAL MEETING/BRUNCH 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
TBA

12:30  4:00 PM
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KIHS PARTNERSHIP WITH KIHS
By Mark Lidinsky, Board Member

The partnership between The Kent Island Heritage 
Society and Kent Island High School continues in 
earnest.  On January 17th, 2020, another graduation 
ceremony of the KI heritage course was celebrated.

Forty-one juniors completed the fi ve sessions that 
covered the heritage of Kent Island from 1631 to the 
present.  Principal John Schrecongost and heritage 
society President Jack Broderick commended the 
students for their wonderful and lively participation.  
Graduation certifi cates and junior membership 
heritage society cards were awarded.

The semester included presentations on the island’s 
founding, islander participation in all national 
confl icts (Revolutionary, 1812, civil war) the ferry 
system, farming, the oyster wars, famous KI duck 
carvers, Christmas on Kent Island, and much more.

Recent KIHS graduate and member of the heritage 
society, Simon Miller (pictured below), did a stellar 
job in describing the vital importance of trains in our 
evolving history. 

A real highlight was the fi eld trip to the Kirwan 
Museum and the historic sites of Stevensville.

The new semester begins February 28th, 2020 and 
will conclude May 29th, 2020. The heritage society is 
extremely grateful to Principal Schrecongost, and the 
entire faculty and staff  for this wonderful partnership.

Historic Christ Church 
Transition Update

The Friends of Historic Christ Church (FHCC) 
continues its eff orts to meet its mission for  the 
“restoration, renovation and preservation of the 
historic 19th century church buildings and grounds 
while providing public facilities to accommodate 
fi ne arts and appropriate ceremonies.”  The church 
sanctuary remains a part of historic tours conducted 
by local organizations during the transition.

The Queen Anne’s County Commissioners selected 
Friends of Christ Church to assume ownership of 
the historic church, parish hall and parsonage as 
a venue for the arts and community events after 
deciding to dispose of the property.  The agreement 
for the transfer to FHCC was fi nalized in November.  
The current business tenant on the property will 
remain until the end of June of this year.

The FHCC Board of Directors is currently 
developing plans for renovating the church exterior 
and interior and for the use of the property as a 
community resource as well as a venue for weddings 
and other commercial uses to help raise funds for 
the continued operation and maintenance of the 
property.  

FHCC is applying for grants and welcomes services 
and fi nancial donations to off set the costs of these 
eff orts.  Tax deductible donations can be made to:
Friends of Historic Christ Church
c/o Nancy Cook
124 Bryce Rd.
Queenstown MD 21658

Historic Christ Church was built about 1880 and 
was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1979.

Current Board Members include:  
Nancy Cook (Chairman), Ernestine Kepley (Vice 
Chairman), Carole Frederick (Secretary),  
John Conley (Communications  Director), 
David Humphreys, Jim Roy, and Monique Thomas.

https://friendsofhistoricchristchurch.org/  
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Kent Island Day 

Come Join the Fun 
 

Attention 
Commercial Groups, Artisans, and Non-Profits 

For exhibitor forms to participate go to our website: 
www.kentislandheritagesociety.org 

Celebrating the Founding  
of 

Kent Island 

KENT ISLAND DAY VENDORS
KENT ISLAND DAY SATURDAY, MAY 16, 2020, VENDOR FORMS are now available on the Kent Island Heritage Society website.  Forms are available 

for commercial vendors, food vendors, non-profi t organizations, authors with topics based on the Eastern Shore, and non-commercial crafter 

demonstrators.   Download forms at: https://www.kentislandheritagesociety.org/kent-island-day/ 

Need forms mailed to you? Call John Conley at 703-216-0449

The Kent Island Heritage Society looks forward to another great community event.  



Place Names of the Eastern Shore of Maryland

Reviewer: James Parker 

Continued on page 8



Place Names of the Eastern Shore of Maryland

Bivalve

Review....continued from page 7

who knew?
SWAT TEAM TRAINING IN STEVENSVILLE

The Bay Times reported that an old home 
on Main Street in Stevensville was used for 
SWAT team training on December 6, 2019. 
One of our board members, Annie May Price, 
grew up in this house that was slated for 
demoli  on. Before that occurred, teams from 
the Queen Anne’s County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce, the 
Maryland State Police and Maryland Natural 
Resources Police par  cipated in this training.

This house was built before 1900 because 
great-great Uncle Hugh Legg and his wife 
Maggie were living there during the 1900 
Census. (Board members Annie May Price 
and Carole Price Frederick are great-great 
nieces of Hugh Legg!) It was said that Aunt 
Maggie, who was from Virginia, designed the 
house like the home of Robert E. Lee, her 
rela  ve.

The building in front of the house was where 
Uncle Hugh kept his hearse (horse drawn 
carriage-type) and Nick Hoxter, local author, 
told Annie May that his father told him that 
he used to go upstairs in that garage and help 
Uncle Hugh prepare bodies for burial.

8
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Reminiscing 

FEEDBAG (FEED-SACK) DRESSES AND MORE
By Carole Frederick

Feed Sack to 
Clothes Rack: 
The Use of 
Commodity 
Textile Bags 
in American 
Households 
from 1890-1960

C

T

C

Te

in

H

fro

Growing up in the 1940s and 50s on Kent Island was 
diff erent than it is today. People were frugal, having 
just come out of the 1929 depression and World War 
II. Money, goods and materials were not as plentiful 
or as available as they are today therefore people 
had to be creative. The word “recycle” was probably 
not a household term then but the mantra “waste-
not want-not” was. The government, among other 
things, encouraged use of cotton bags for clothing 
and many other household items during WW II. 
Cotton was one commodity in short supply.

Country living had its challenges as stores were 
miles away so clothing as well as other goods had to 
be created at home. Luckily the sacks that chicken 
feed, pig feed and fl our came in caught the eye of 
the frugal consumer. When the fabric companies saw 
that there was interest in the “sack” material, they 
started making an array of cotton prints to catch the 
eyes of women. This snowballed into causing the 
grain companies to choose those fabrics thus selling 
more grain. There were sewing contests which 
helped advertise the available fabrics. One bag 
company hired top textile designers from Europe 
and New York City to create stylish prints that were 
colorful and desirable.

 My cousin, Joann Davidson Anderson, had a great-
aunt who used to make her little dresses and a copy 
for her baby doll. Sacks of grain came to Stevensville 
on the train. A vehicle (horse-drawn wagon or truck) 
picked up the grain ordered and delivered it to the 
respective customers. Aunt Anna would take Joann 
to the feed storage after a delivery and let her pick 
out the material she liked. My grandmother always 

had a feedbag dress and apron to match. A farm 
wife didn’t work in the kitchen without an apron. 
If company came she just removed the apron and 
greeted them in a clean dress!

Dresses weren’t the only items made with this 
fabric: curtains, rugs, dish towels, underwear, and 
anything else that could be fashioned for use in the 
homes. Rest assured that scraps of fabric as well 
as worn-out clothing were not discarded but used 
to make interesting and beautiful quilts and rugs. 
(Online see the Via Kindness Blog and the Etsy Blog 
for examples.)

At some point it became a stigma to wear a feedbag 
dress because it was believed the family was too poor 
to buy factory-made items. This caused disinterest in 
the feedbag material so companies stopped making 
their array of beautiful prints. Recently there has 
been a resurgence of interest in the feedbag prints, 
as seen on Pinterest and Etsy. Some of these dresses 
cost as much as $100.00!

Some of the sites I visited online to research this topic were:
https://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/search/object/
nmah_1105750https://slate.com/human-interest/2017/07/
how-depression-era-women-made-dresses-out-of-chicken-feed
https://flashbak.com/feed-sack-fashions-and-patterns-of-
depression-era-america-374786/
https://www.littlethings.com/fl our-sack-dresses/
  





MEMBERSHIP FORM
Enclosed is a check to cover dues for the membership indicated below:

  Individual Life Membership  $250.00      Single Membership     $15.00

  Organization Membership $40.00      Family Membership     $25.00

  Business Membership $50.00

Name(s)______________________________________________________
 
Address______________________________________________________

Email Address________________________________________________

Telephone (Home)____________________________________________
 
(Cell)________________________________________________________

Email address________________________________________________

Your Interests: 

History _____   Genealogy ____  Photography ____

Docent Program _____  Property Maintenance _____

Special Interest___________________________________________________________

Dues and contributions are tax 
deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

Membership period: 
January 1 to December 31

The Kent Island Heritage Society, Inc
P.O. Box 321, Stevensville, Maryland
www.kentislandheritagesociety.org

Welcome
New Members

Shelly B. Mar  n
Gina and Bill Smouse
Vintage Ladies of Maryland
     (Lady Anne Arundel Chapter)

Thank You 
Business 

Supporters

A Li  le Wildfl ower Nursery
Chesapeake Light Tackle 
Harris Marine Financing
Kentmorr Marina Proper  es, LLC
Lundberg Builders
Queenstown Bank of Maryland
Rosendale Realty
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In 
Memoriam

Karla Larrimore
Alexis Thomas
Kay Thomson
Claudia Stewart
Elmer Parkerson
Nicholas Stoer

Death is not the opposite of life, but a part of it. 
   -Haruki Murakami



KENT ISLAND HERITAGE SOCIETY, INC.

Post Office Box 321

Stevensville, Maryland  21666

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

POSTCARD from Kent Island:  Shall we Dance?
Submitted by John L. Conley

Love Point, with its hotels, restaurants, casinos and 
dance hall was a destination for Kent Islanders, 
visitors via steamboat from Baltimore, and by train or 
automobiles from the Eastern Shore. Its hey-day was 
the early years of the last century. Some of the top 
songs in 1915 included:  Hello, Frisco, They Didn’t 
Believe Me, Carry Me Back to Old Virginney by Alma 
Gluck, Home Sweet Home, and It’s a Long, Long 
Way to Tipperary by the Irish tenor John McCormick.  
The most popular dances were: Walking the Dog; 
Whirlwind Waltz; Cincinnati Two Step; Peabody; and 
the Negro Drag.

The First World War had an impact on dance halls, but 
by 1925 the roaring 20s had arrived.  In spite of the 

fact that there was  “certainly” no alcohol at Love Point due to prohibition,  people could dance to the most popular songs 
of that year, including: Yes Sir! That’s my Baby by Gene Austin, If You Knew Susie by Eddie Cantor, Sweet Georgia 
Brown by Ben Bernie & His Orchestra, Tea for Two by Marion Harris and O! Katharina by Ted Lewis & his band. There 
were three versions of Irving Berlin’s All Alone - one by Al Jolson, another by John McCormick, and fi nally one by Paul 
Whiteman & His Orchestra.  The dance cards included: The Flea Hop (aka Collegiate Shag); the Princeton Foxtrot; the 
Snake Hips dance; Sweet Low Down; and the Sloppy Sailor Walk. 


