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“To Discover, Identify, Restore and Preserve the Heritage of Kent Island”

President’s
Message

;A D THE RAINS CAME.. ..

4B thus Kent Island Day had to be
rescheduled for its rain date. Sunday,
May 19.

Many thanks must be given to
chairpersons of the various
committees who spent early Saturday
morning, May 18, calling to notify
their volunteers that the
commemoration of the 37 st
anniversary of the founding of Kent
Island would be rescheduled.

Eva Thompson, entertainment
chair; Myrtle Bruscup, genealogy and
bake sale chair; Audrey Hawkins,
docent coordinator and vendor chair,
Deborah Clarke, parade chair; Greg
Nizza and John Smigo, facilities co-
chairs, were well prepared with
telephope numbers. Most partictpants
were quickly contacted.

THEN THE SUN CAME OUT ...
and what a glorious day Sunday was.
Attendance at craft presentations
and activities was excellent. The 18(h
century militia encampment; the
quilts displayed by Queen Anne’s
County Quilt Guild, coordinated by
Mrs. Pat Wood; Joyce Moore’s
Antigue Doll display; the
genealogical display, compiled by
Mmes. Mary White, Myrtle Bruscup
and Teresa Kilian; the antique
clothing so beautifully arranged by
Barbara Nash and her daughter, Tyra;
and Mr. Joseph DiPietro’s wonderful
wooden model boats were just a few
of the attractions throughout the day.
A new activity added to this year’s
celebration was a Walking Tour of
Continued on p. 8
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Rain Delays Kl Day

By Rose G. Spik
BAY TIMES STAFF WRITER

STEVENSVILLE — Sunday moming dawned
sunny and cool, the perfect day for Kent Island Day.
The event was originally scheduled for Saturday, but
a steady mommg downpour forced The Kent Island
Heritage Society to postpone until Sunday.

“1t's an honor and a privilege to be here with you
all, and [ am so glad the weather cooperated,” said
Heritage Society President Nancy Cook.

Honored guests Florence and Gil Dunn listened as
Cook and County Commissioners John McQueeney
and George O’ Donnell praised them for all their hard
work for the Heritage Society and the community
over the years.

“Long before there was a Rite-Aid . . . Dr. Dunn

Continwed on p. 2

Reprinted with permission as published in the May
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Rain Delays Kl Day

Continued from p. 1

came here and offered a service for a
fong, long time,” said O’ Donnell. The
Dunns owned and operated a pharmacy
in the Kent Island Shopping Center un-
til 1999, when they sold the business.

“They have done so much for us and
the community and they are such an
instrumental part of The Kent Island
Heritage Society and the Kent [sland
community,” said Cook. Whenever Gil
Dunn has seen a need for something
lacking in the community he has taken
action, said Cock. He was instrumental
in starting the Kent Island Little
League and a motivating force behind
starting St. Christopher’s Church.

“He always wanted Kent Island to
have its own community band,” said
Cook, and it was through Dunn’s hard
work and effort that the Kent Island
Volunteer Band was formed.

During his tenure as president of the
Heritage Society, Dunn took a keen
interest in restoration and brought a
dilapidated train depot to Stevensville,
With volunteers from the community
pitching in Dunn helped turn the train
depot into a legitimate historic site.

“The Dunns have always said Kent
Island has been a blessing to them, but
I must say they have been a blessing to
Kent [sland,” said Cook.

After serving as grand marshals of
the Kent Island Day parade the Dunns
enjoyed the festivities, which inctuded
plenty of food, historic displays, 18th
century settlers” campsites and crafts.

At the campsite blacksmith Spike
Stoner made nails the old fashioned
way with hot coals and wron, while
dinner was being served next door.

“We are making what is called “bub-
bles and squeak,’” said Shirley Stoner,
stirring a small cauldron of stew made
up of cabbage, potatoes, onions, sau-
sage and salt and pepper.

“In the 18th century lots of other
herbs were used to help disguise the
rancid taste of the meat. They didn’t
throw anything away.” said Stoner.

And why the name ‘bubbles and
squeak’? “The bubbling from the
boiling stew and the squeak was the
sound of the pig,” said Stoner, as she
and the settlers sat down for their meal
before starting their afternoon chores
of soap and candle making.

Know Your Board

CHARLES “GIL” DUNN

Gil learned in the summer of 1953
that the builder of the Kent Island
Shopping Center was looking for
someone to open a pharmacy. “Ididn’t
know where it was,” says Gil. So he
took a ride from his hometown of Bal-
timore, crossed over the new Chesa-
peake Bay Bridge—then a single span
—and there was Kent Island. The
shopping center was still under con-
struction.

Thus began 40 years of operating the
Kent Island Pharmacy, more common-
ly knows as Gil Dunn’s Pharmacy.

Gil’s interest in baseball was evident
in a display—unexpected in a pharma-
cy—of Jimmie Foxx memorabilia.
Foxx, a Sudlersville native, was MVP
in 1932 and ‘33 for the Philadelphia
Athletics and in 1938 for the Boston
Red Sox. This interest also led to his
sponsorship of a little league team, the
Lions, whick led a couple of years
later to the formation of the Kent
Island Basebail Little League. Today,
that league involves more than 1,000
boys and girls.

He also was very much mvolved in
the establishment of St. Christopher’s
Catholic Church in Chester.

Git became associated with The
Kent Island Heritage Socicty m 1975.
When he served as president from
1986 through 1988 he had such diffi-
culty getting musicians for Kent Island
Days that he formed the Kent Island
Volunteer Band, which performs at
numerous functions throughout the
county. He also was significantly in-
volved in restoration of the Old Ste-
vensville Train Station, now a popular
attraction.

“T enjoyed it,” he declares. “Living
on Kent Island has been a pleasure for
me and my family. Many good things
happened to us here.”

FLORENCE DUNN

Florence came with husband Gil [see
above] to Kent Island from Baltimore
in 1954. The family’s home for the
first five years was the Stinton-Sudler
or Cockey House that is pictured on
the cover of Mildred Schock’s book,
“Of History and Houses,” an overview

of historic homes on Kent Island.

Florence has lived in the Town of
Stevensville since 1960. Her 5 child-
ren, 3 sons-in-law and 12 grand-
children all think of Kent Island as
home. “Moving to Kent Island has
been a blessing to all of us,” she says.

She has been very active in St.
Christopher’s Catholic Church since
1955 and has worked in its religious
education program for children for
more than 20 years.

Florence became a charter member
of The Kent Island Heritage Society in
1975 and has been involved in its
many activities throughout the years. "I
have enjoyed the activities, the pur-
suits, the Interest and the leamning of
The Society,” she says.

She is secretary of The Kent Island
Heritage Society and serves as docent
at the Old Stevensville Train Station.

CAROLL PRICE FREDERICK

Carole was born in her maternal
grandparents” farmhouse on Kent
Island during World War II. She is the
daughter of Charles Clayland Price Jr.
And Louisa Mitchell Davidson Price.
Dr. Sattlemeir was the attending phy-
sician, Mrs. Anna Auldrich the mid-
wile, and—since her father was away
in the war—Grandfather Price—who,
at 103, still lives there—gave birthing
instructions.

She grew up on her fraternal grand-
parents’ farm about a mile north of
towrn, where her mother still lives. She
was the oldest of seven children; she
has one son and two grandsons.

She lives in Stevensville in an arts
and crafts style bungalow designed by
her cousin, Clinton White, for his
uncle, Clint Jones, as arequirement for
graduation from high school,

Carol graduated from Stevensville
High School, class of 1961, and from
Western Maryland College in 1965 as
a music education major.

She retired in 1998 from Anne Arun-
del schools, where she taught for 31
years. They hired her back to teach
music and typing.

She loves playing bridge, bike rid-
ing, music and socializing with family
and friends.
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Alex Johnson Wins Poetry Prize

Kent island Heritage Society member
Alex Johnson has recently won a first
prize in the 6th Annual Eastern Shore
Regional Poetry Contest, sponsored by
the Queen Anne’s Arts Council. Here’s
his poem:

Ashes

For years he dumped the fireplace ashes
Out on the bulkhead rocks,

“To hold the grass and ground,”

His father said.

Here he filled a grocery bag,
There a cardboard box,

Then made his journey out,
Advice and direction in the air.

“Hold that bottom two-handed.
Have you your boots?

It's muddy there.

Stand upwind when you dump or
You will be back,

Looking grim and gray

Long befare your time.”

Didn’t a bottom give ‘way once.
All afternoon wind puffs gave
The yard a dreary, dismal look.

“Make me a heart-wood box this big,
"His father said, “ "For carrying, and
Carve a bird or flower on the lid.”

He carved a bird, Phoenix-like
For the ashes
Or the answer 1o some prayer,

And then the old man was gone
His ashes carried out in the box
Carried out barefooted.
Heart-wood box under one arm

He stood deliberately downwind
And dumped; ’

As if to let the old an get in his face
One last time.

Alex, also a wood-crafter, has donated
his models of Heritage Sociely properties
for display.

Intricately detailed models of Cray
House, Kirwan House, the Old Train
Depot and the Old Stevensville Post
Office, a Lifliputian 8-inches high, are on
display in the Old Stevensvilie Post
Office.

Crossing the Bay
On the “Smokey Joe”

J. Edward Yealdhall

I remember “Smokey Joe,”
the Baltimore to Love Point
ferry, Hard to say when it
started running. Surely it would
have been in operation before
1910 because that is the vear the
Love Point Hotel was
constructed.

The longest running
ferryboat, to our knowledge,
was the Philadelphia, which
began the run in 1932. My first
trip was i 1935 and regularly
after [that] unti! the last run in
1947.

The “Smokey Joe” was
operated by the Pennsylvania
Railroad. Throughout the year
[it] made 20 round-irips a week,
three a day with one layover on
Sunday night for maintenance.
Passengers traveled on the top
deck, indoors or oul. Beer, soda
and food could be purchased.

Slot machines were
there—penny operated! Cars
and trucks occupied the four
lanes on the lower deck. [
remember the truck drivers
shooting craps during the trip.
For the 1930s, seeing all those
$10 bills moving around was
quite a sight.

My mother liked to pick up
bargains from the produce truck
drivers, especially those
incomparable Eastern Shore
cantaloupe.

I remember seeing photos in
the pilot house of rescues made
on the ice of the bay by the
Philadelphic. One time, it is
recorded, it even broke loose an
icebreaker ship which was stuck
fast. The heavy flat-bottomed
boat could ride up on the ice
and break through any in its
path.

One sidelight to put our
economy in perspective: [
remember a Sunday trip in
either 1937 or 1938 when we

had Sunday dinner at Miss
May’s, a small hotel, not a
private home on Pier Road
above the ferry slip. The meal
consisted of fried chicken, a soft
crab, peas, potatoes, corn on the
cob, iced tea and ice cream for
dessert. The cost was one
doilar!

In 1947 after “Smokey Joe”
banked its coal furnaces, 1
began to drive to Sandy Point to
take the ferry to Matapeake on
Kent Island. It was a nice 20
minute ride . . . but not really
the same! (As good old
“Smokey Joe.”)

Reprinted from a 1993 edition
of Isle of Kent. Mr. Yealdhall
has since passed on.

In
Memoriam

Mr. Mervyn C. Sparks

Ms. Gail Baxter
Rumenap

The Society is very
thankful for the interest
and suppori shown over

the years by these

members of our
organization and our
COMMUnIy.

We will continue to honor
their memory by
discovering, identifying,
restoring and preserving
the heritage of Kent
Island.
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A The Gil Dunn Family

¥ Blacksmith Spike Stoner makes nails. ¥ Parade Grand Marshalls

Gil and Florence Dunn

Grand Marshall photo by Jean Leathery
Other photos by Rose Spik, Bay Times




i Fran Peters, Emma Thomas, Eileen
Dadds, Audrey Hawkins at bake table.

A Nancy Cook, Gil Dunn at opening ceremony.

A Twyla Hirrlinger, Shirley Stoner, Alice Petree,
Spike Stoner, Tom McElroy have colonial meal.
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KENT ISLAND HERITAGE SOCIETY PATRONS

We gratefully thank the following patrons for their financial support of the twenty-seventh annual Kent Island Day. We
also extend our gratitude fo any patron whose contribution was received too late 10 be included in this printing.
Florence Dunn, Lucie Baldi, and Lynne Riley-Coleman, Co-chairpersons.

Robert and Lorraine Aaron
Mary and John Ashley
Patricia Baker

W. Raymond Baker

Wheeler and Holly Baker
Lucie Baldi

Hank A. and Lauren S. Ball
Stephen and Marilyn Bassford
Carol and Bob Bateman
William Baxter

Harry and Nancy Bly

Mr. and Mrs. David Bonnar
John and Diana Bonner

John and Meg Borders

Janet and Ted Breeding
Richard and Debbie Britt
Roland and Myrtle Bruscup
Joseph and Ida Jean Buckel
Elizabeth Bukowsky

Lynette T. Burton

Francis and Patricia Carnes
Eunice and Curtie Chance
Shirley Chappelear

Fred and Patricia Chew
Richard and Cindy Chirumbole
Forrest Chisman

William and Sharon Clark
Mr. and Mrs. Spencer Clarke
Jeanette Clevenger

Lois Cockey

Lynne Riley-Coleman

Linda and Butch Collier

Mr. and Mrs. George Cook
Barbara Crouch

Gordon and Alice Crouch
Richard and Eileen Dadds
Jean Darcy

Mr. and Mrs. John Fountain Davidson
Norman Davidson

Tom and Pam Dawson

Janet and Bill Denny

Claude DiGiovine

Carolyn and Richard Dobyns
Janet and Dick Doeler

Gil and Florence Dunn

Mary T. Dunn

Mary Ewing

First Baptist Church of Kent Island
Charles B. Ford

Carlton and Ruth E. Foster
M. Esther Foster

Bill, Ann, Jack and Sarah Franklin
Carole Frederick

Evelyn Colonna Garcia
Wilbur and Bertha Garrett
The Gerg Family

Mordecal and Dorothy Gibson
Girl Scout Troop #1023

Jane H. Grafton
James and Virginia Green
Harry and Eileen Griffith
Beverly C. Halvorsen
Jerry and Pat Harris
William and Violet Harrig
Audrey Hawkins
Thomas Helfenbein
John A. Herndon
Michael, Cheryl, Marcus,

Jacob, and Samuel Hoffman
Jacqueline W. Horney
Katherine Hovland
William and Sharon Hoxter Jr.
Wayne Humphries
Constance Kelley Hurley
Lula Mae Hutchison
Jim and Judy Ireland
Mrs. Augusta G. James
Ginger Jones
Grace and Robert E. Jones Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Kellam
David A. and Claire A. Kelley
Dr. and Mrs. William Kirwan
Harry and Ellen Klages
Jack Y. and Marion E. Kochen
Michael and Nancy Koval
Eddie and Karla Larrimore
David and Jean Leathery
Marion R. and Mary Jane Leaverton
John W. and Ruth Legg
Brent F. Lewis
Edna May Lewis
Olive Lowe
Elizabeth K. MacGlashan
Marguerite W. Mankin
Rawle B. Mannix
Karl N. and Carol Milligan Jr.
Barbara Kettler Mills
Bill and Sally Morgan
Lawrence L. and Mary U. Morris
Nathan Morris
William and Marie Cissel Neuhauser
Alfie and Delores O’ Brien
George M. O’Donnell
Arthur and Karen Ortel
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Oyster
June Palmer
William and Norma Patton
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J, Pelczar Jr.
Fran Peters
Chris and Krista Pettit
Sandra A. Pezzoli
Roy and Thelma Phillips
Thomas E. and Mary Lou Pierson
Mr. and Mrs. James O. Pippin Jr.
Vincent M. Placek
Harry and Isabel Porter

In loving memory of

Royden Powell Ir.
Evelyn Price
James W. Price
Louise M. Price
Mildred Price
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Pyle
Nicole Ransom
Gene M. Ransom 111
Lewis R. Raszewski
Presley G. Reamy
Dorothy Risley
Mary A. Rouchard
Williamn and Emily Russell
Dorothy C. Ryker
Edna L. Ryon
Bernard and Dorotheann Sadusky
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Sanger
Oscar Schulz
Mr. and Mrs. Tracy Schulz
Robert and Frances J. Seiders
Mr. and Mrs. Edward F. Severa
Barbara Seward
The Reverend and Mrs. James Shand
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Smigo
Mr. and Mrs. W. Franklin Smith Ir
Dick and Flora Sossi
Jane Sparks
Mary Lee Steadman
Frances Taylor
Willard and Emma Thomas
Donald Thompson Sr.
James E. and Anna M. Thompson
Kathryn Thompson
Mrs, Orem A. Thompson
Ruth Thompson
Lem and Eva Thompson
Robert and Debbie Towers
Robert and Sara Towers
Duane and Caryn Trinkley
Miriam Usilton
Mike and Mindy Voelker
Honey Voermann
Bob Walker
Art and Hanna Wall
James and Gayle Walls
Robert F. and Shirley J. Walters
Adam and Margaret Watkowski
Yack and Patricia Weston
Mary J. White
Peggy A. Whittington
Paul Wilderson
Jim and Bucky Wills and Family
JoAnne Willox
Mrs. and Mrs. Wm. E. Wooters
Donald and Ruth Wyatt
George and Beverly Young
Charles and Bonel Zakarian
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"‘ identify, restore and preserve the heritage of Kent Island. Bill Denny, Chairman.
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SPONSORS

Please paironize the following sponsors who have supported The Kent Island Heritage Society in its mission to discover,

Queenstown Bank of Maryland

Helfenbein Insurance

Centreville National Bank

Island Inn

Annie’s Paramount Steak
and Seafood House

Big Bats

Hogan’s Insurance Agency

Kent [sland Realty

Friel’s Lumber Company

Wye Tree Experts

Fisherman’s Inn

Mark Freestate Insurance

Holly’s

Jinx’s Liquors

C. J. Langenfelder

“Piece of Cake” Bakery
Pippi’s Antiques

Foster, Braden, Thompsen,
and Palmer

Sea Breeze Contractors

Island Print Shop

C & D Hauling

Happy Trails

Kent Drugs

Artists at Work

Baker’s Liquors

Treat Your Seat

Century 21 — Rosendale

Anne Cheers Pottery

Angler’s Restaurani

Edward’s Pharmacy

Lowe’s Nursery

Draper’s Liquors

Western Auto

Pierson’s

Kent Island Floor Covering

J.T. Mitchell

Harris Crab House

The Narrows Restaurant

Matapeake Restaurant

Mar-Mac Upholstery

Annapolis Bank

Ashley Insurance Agency

Stevensville Antiques

L’ Atelier

True Value of Kent Island

Island Furniwre Studio

Peter Holland

Kent Island Allstate Insurance

Wally Dashiell School of Dance

Fellows, Helfenbein and Newman
Funcral Home

Love Point Deli

Cakes and
Genealogy

Myrtle Buscup
Lisrary FrLES COMMITTER

We had a great, festive Kent Island
Day. The cake table sold out before
closing time. We had two tables filled
with all sorts of goodies. Many thanks
to those who baked and also those who
donated cash. A special thanks to Jane
Grafton and Mae Hutchison for man-
ning the tables from start to finish.

Saturday’s terrible weather required
contacting many people to reschedule
the event for Sunday. A great many
thanks to my telephone callers, Eileen
Dadds, Jane Grafton, Mae Hutchison
and Fran Peters.

A new feature of Kent Island Day
was a Genealogy Table, Mary White
and I spent many hours at the library
determining which items would be
most interesting to display. We select-
ed old pictures of Stevensville High
School, grade schools, hotels, homes,
postoffice and churches. We displayed
the family history chart of William
Claiborne, who established the first
English settlement on Kent Island on
1631. We had binders of the Baxter
and Nash families, a book of burial
permits, newspaper articles and much

GREETINGS FROM KIRWAN HOUSE

Greg Nizza

Kirwan House Caretaker

Things are proceeding nicely here
at historic Kirwan House in Chester,
The yard and gardens are really
starting to come together. Springtime
was just beautiful with flowers and

more.

Teresa and Chris Killian were in
charge of the Genealogy Table (after
participating in the parade). Teresa is
well versed in genealogy and has held
many sessions at the library and other
places for those interested in research-
ing their family trees. Family tree
forms were on display, as well as a
publication, "How to Go About Start-
ing Your Own Information.”

Our collection of infermation and
pictures, family histories, Bible rec-
ords, books and other publications has
outgrown its three file cabinets at the
library. A fourth is being added to ac-
commedate such acquisitions as three
additional volumes of obits and mar-
iages from 1893 throngh 1897,

The utility of these files increases
withsize. If youhave family genealogy
charts or old family Bibles with birth
and death notations, please let us add
copies of them to our records.

bulbs in bloom. Thanks to The Kent
Island Garden Club and the ladies
who came down and mulched and
planted flowers and rosebushes.

New grass seed has been planted in
several bare spots. The overgrown
front corner has been cleared of
brush. and I am renovating the
original drainage ditches. Most of the
old concrete pathways that outlined
the extensive gardens have been
uncovered. It has really brought out a
lot of the character of the old
gardens.

Inside the house, wallpaper has
been stripped and the wood floors are
scheduled to be refinished in June,
Once the floors are completed, the
original furnishings will be moved
back into the home from storage.

The second phase of plumbing
work will also take place this
summer, relocating the washer and
dryer out of the original storeroom
and hiding the exposed pipes.

This will set the stage for
restoration of the old store, which
will be a museum area open to the
public. Our goal is 10 be able to open
the store for public viewing this fall.
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President’'s Message

Continwed fromp. T

Historic Stevensville, facilitated by a
new brochure prepared by editor
John Bonner. Willard Thomas’s
woodworking skills produced the
numbered signs placed at each site
described in the brochure.

We are already planning next
year’s event, always held on the third
weekend in May, as designated by
the General Assembly and signed
into law by then-Acting Governor
Blair Lee.

The enclosed brochure is for
sharing with someone you think
might be interested in joining our
organization.

Naney M. Cook

Welcome New Member

Edward G. Smith
Centreville, Md.

The Grave Site
At Terrapin Park

Gil Dunn

Almost everyone who lives on Kent
Island or nearby knows where to find
Terrapin Park, But only a very few
know anything about the grave site
there.

Several months ago [ was taken to
the site. From the parking area at
Terrapin Park, we walked along the
trail for approximately hall a mile,
then into the brush, stickers, high grass
and wooded area to the burial place of
James B. Ringgold, 1806-1866. His
wife, Rebecca, is also buried here.

The wrought iron enclosure was half
knocked down and partially buried in
the soil. The grave site stones were
nearly obliterated, except for the head
stone of James Ringgold and the foot
stone that clearly showed J.B.R.

Although thoroughly searched, it
was difficult to determine who had

owned the farm bearing the Ringgold
graves.
Now the area has been cleaned up,

the grass and brush have been re- "

moved, and the site is not too difficult
to visit from the park trail.

Yet another piece of old Kent [sland
history has been identified, preserved
and documented by The Kent Island
Heritage Society.

Isle of Kent
John Bonner, Editor

Isle of Kent is published quarterly by The Kent
Island Heritage Soccicty, Inc., a nonprofit
corporation chartered by the State of Maryland,
P.O. Box 321, Stevensville, MD 21666. Every
effort is made to assure the accuracy of
published information, but no responsibility is
assumed by The Kent Island Heritage Society
Inc. or the editor in the event of claim of loss or
damage from any article. Statements attributed
1w individuals do not necessarily reflect official
policy of the KIHS. Send correspondence
regarding newsletter to Editor, 324 Columbia

The Kent Island Heritage Society, Inc.
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